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Questions from the Hon Mark Buttigieg MLC (on behalf of the NSW Labor Opposition)

368. Would it be appropriate for all freight entering Sydney by land to be carried by rail, and for landside transportation of freight through Port Botany to be carried by rail? 

369. Is it desirable that all Port Botany container traffic is railed? 

370. Is rail access to a container terminal a key consideration for regional economic development? 

371. Is it the case that there will be an estimated five million container truck movements a year through Port Botany by 2040 – and six million without the Moorebank Intermodal Terminal – compared with one million truck movements a year at present? 

372. What is the cost of road improvements to the local road network serving the Moorebank Intermodal Terminal? 

373. How much is Moorebank intermodal terminal operator is required to contribute to road improvements?

374. Can the increase in container truck movements at Port Botany be handled without connecting Port Botany to WestConnex? 

375. What is the capacity of rail freight network serving the Moorebank Intermodal Terminal? 

376. Would removing freight from Sydney’s existing rail network enable the capacity to be used for passenger services? 

377. Would removing freight from the existing rail lines between Newcastle and Sydney, and Port Kembla and Sydney, allow the capacity to be used for passenger services? 

378. When will the $1 billion “Northern Sydney Freight Corridor Stage One” reach capacity? 

379. How much will stages 2 and 3 of the Northern Sydney Freight Corridor cost to build? 

380. Has the government abandoned stages 2 and 3 of the Northern Sydney Freight Corridor? 

381. Is it the government’s intention that the estimated $800 million cost of the Maldon-Dombarton freight line – connecting Port Kembla to the main southern line - be met by railing containers from a Port Kembla container terminal after Port Botany reaches capacity? 

382. What is the estimated cost of the Western Sydney Freight Line, between Chullora and Eastern Creek? 

383. What is the cost of upgrading the rail freight line into Port Botany? 

384. Are there any plans to build a second rail bridge over the Hawkesbury River?


Questions from Ms Abigail Boyd MLC

Moorebank Intermodal Freight Terminal 

4. Does the Planning Assessment Commission’s planning approval for the Moorebank Intermodal Freight Terminal place a condition of 250,000 twenty-foot equivalent unit containers for import/export containers? 

5. Does the Planning Assessment Commission’s planning approval for the Moorebank Intermodal Freight Terminal place a condition that traffic generated by the terminal not exceed the current capacity of the roads serving the terminal? 

6. Did the Government spend $3.4 million or thereabouts to progress studies into road infrastructure options to manage traffic impacts from the proposed Moorebank Intermodal Terminal and forecast growth in the broader Liverpool and Moorebank area? 

(a) If yes: 

i. What was the purpose of those studies? 

ii. Did the Government released the scope of each study?

iii. If not, will the Government release the scope of each study? 

iv. Are the studies confidential? 

v. If so, why? 

vi. What circumstances caused the Government to undertake the studies? 

vii. Who undertook the studies? 

viii. Did the project proponents participate in the studies? 

ix. Did the local community participating in the studies? 

x. Has approval to develop the project been given subject to these studies? 

xi. Who is funding the rail connection between the Southern Sydney Freight Line and the terminal site? 

xii. Will the Government release the cost of necessary road upgrades before deciding the project application? 

xiii. What proportion of necessary road upgrades will be paid by the terminal operator if planning approval is given?

7. What specific transport infrastructure is required to be built / enhanced to ameliorate current traffic congestion, background growth, and the introduction into East Liverpool of heavy truck movements into the East Liverpool bridge traffic? 

(a) What is the cost of this specific transport infrastructure? 

8. What specific transport infrastructure is required through the Liverpool suburbs West of its CBD to meet the demands of the MIFT heavy vehicle transport to the Cumberland Highway as a major route to the freight’s final destination? 

9. Are there plans to develop roads from the M5 freeway west of the Hume Highway through the Liverpool open flood zone spaces to the Cumberland Highway?


