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Figures 2.1 and 2.2 provide a plot of total vehicle and passenger car equivalents (PCUs) centred using each tunnel over a 24 hour period. The counts are from 2004 but the capacities as reflected by peak usage have not changed.  These show that the capacity of each tunnel is up to 4,000 PCUs.  However, in terms of actual vehicles the capacity of the eastbound tunnel is about 4,000 vehicles per hour whereas that of the westbound is only about 3,300 vehicles per hour.  

The difference is attributable to the steeper up grade and the proportion of laden trucks in the westbound direction resulting in a heavy truck to passenger car unit equivalence of 6.  For the eastbound tunnel the equivalence is only 3.

