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Some import cargoes service the expanding population of the region, such as fuels and cement. In time the port will handle containerised cargoes to service the expanding population. Growth in these sectors will be connected to population growth. Some cargoes are necessary to supply industry in the Hunter Region, such as the aluminium industry, where the port handles both the input raw materials and the exported product.
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Growth in container trade will continue to be moderate, dependent of the availability of geared vessels and demand for containerised cargo. In July 2012 the NSW Government announced that Port Kembla will be the logical next long-term tranche of container capacity after Port Botany. In accordance with the government's announcement, subject to any relevant government approvals, any future container terminal development at Newcastle will occur only once Port Botany and Port Kembla are fully developed and developable handling capacity is fully utilised at both Port Botany and Port Kembla.
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6.2 Executing NPC’s Container Strategy  
NPC’s strategy for establishing the next container terminal in New South Wales on the Mayfield site is:  

· to ensure the NSW Ports Plan confirms that the Mayfield site in the Port of Newcastle would be the site for the next major international container terminal in the State; 

· to ensure State and National reviews (such as the NSW Freight Strategy) are informed on the opportunities that the Mayfield site offers as a future container terminal site that is capable of being delivered at low cost to the State; and  

· to seek a suitable partner to establish a container facility on Mayfield ahead of the facilities at Port Botany reaching capacity.


NPC will provide the framework to grow general cargo and container trade through the effective master planning and development of the Mayfield site to provide for the next major container terminal in New South Wales.
